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VISION
Every homeless child will have
the opportunity to learn, play, and
thrive.

MISSION
The mission of Horizons for
Homeless Children is to improve
the lives of young homeless
children in Massachusetts and
help their families succeed by
providing high-quality early
education, opportunities for play,
and comprehensive family support
services.

To read more about Horizons’ initiatives and the work
we’re doing with children and families, visit our blog at 

horizonschildren.org/blog
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Kate Barrand
President & CEO

Dear Friends of Horizons, 

Thanks to the generosity of our community, Horizons for Homeless Children continues to provide high-quality early education,
opportunities for play, and comprehensive family support services to the growing number of children and families experiencing
homelessness in our community.

Your contributions have played an integral role in our ability to expand our programs and services. A few highlights of the impact you have
made over the past year include:

These highlights are just a glimpse of the tremendous difference your support has made in the lives of the children and families we serve.

With Gratitude,

Expanded our services:
We served over 108,000 meals and healthy snacks to children in our early education center to account for 80% of their daily nutrition.
Over 280 children accessed our early education center and benefited from a trauma-informed curriculum.
We welcomed 74 newly enrolled children.
More than 60 Playspaces throughout the state hosted over 2,200 child visits a month.
We increased the number of Playspace volunteers by 33%, providing 52,000 hours of play to children living in shelters.
Parents completed 447 goals in education, employment, family stability, well-being, and financial literacy through our new parent
coaching framework known as Pathways to New Horizons.
We provided critical thought leadership and strategic action in response to the evolving homelessness landscape, including the arrival of
migrant families at temporary hotel-based shelters.
In partnership with Boston Children’s Museum, we developed and piloted the newly designed Powerful Playtime playgroups, a five-
week hands-on parent and child playgroup emphasizing the importance of play for families living in shelter. Training and videos
extended the reach of these playgroups statewide. 

Expanded our knowledge: 
Our early education center launched Devereux Early Childhood Assessment (DECA) to support the development of social emotional
capacity of children in our care.
We increased our resources, language, and cultural capabilities to meet the growing population of Haitian families utilizing our services.
We partnered with Neighborhood Villages and others to create a new learning curriculum for toddlers “Learning Through Exploration”
to fill the gaps in Pre-K childcare and education.
In a competitive employment market, we invested and created a new employee competency model to facilitate career growth and skill
development for Horizons staff. 
Recognizing the retention of our staff is critical to the long-term health of Horizons, we improved our employee professional
development program and updated the employee retirement savings plan, now based on tiered, non-elective employer contributions
that reflect years of service. 

Expanded our community: 
Partnering with the state to address family homelesssness, we hosted a roundtable discussion and press conference with city officials,
advocates, and Horizons parents to discuss the local impact of new federal funds for emergency childcare for families experiencing
homelessness in the City of Boston. 
We formed and celebrated a parent council to better provide Horizons’ families a voice in decision-making on services and care. 
We developed a Horizons family engagement committee to help inform programming design, policies, and practices that lead to better
participation and outcomes for families. 
We hosted Aprendemos Juntos, an event to highlight our work and introduce newcomers to our work with Latino families and staff. 
We grew our community online and enhanced our digital presence, including our website, to make it easier to navigate in multiple
languages. 



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Over the past fiscal year, Horizons made great strides in our work. Here are just a few highlights:

We continued our work on
behalf of children experiencing
homelessness in Boston by
offering free, high quality,
trauma-sensitive early education
in the Edgerley Family Horizons
Center, located in Roxbury,
Massachusetts. 

We reached children
and families all across
Massachusetts by designing,
building, and staffing
playrooms called Playspaces
in shelters, providing value
to children, parents and
volunteers. 

We partnered with Horizons’
parents by using a strengths-
based program to support
and empower them as they
build skills and strategically
set goals for a sustainable
future. 

Playspace Program

Early Education Centers

Family Partnerships Program
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HORIZONS’ IMPACT

of parents in our program
completed goals in education,
employment, family stability,
well-being, and financial literacy 

100%

2,200

52,000 
hours of play volunteers
spent with young children
experiencing homelessness 

child visits per month to over
60 Playspaces statewide

108,000
meals and healthy snacks served
to children in our early education
center to account for 80% of their
daily nutrition

280
children access our early
education center and benefit
from a trauma-informed
curriculum including 74 
newly enrolled students

Last year, Horizons for Homeless Children had...



Education Opportunities for Parents 
Computer skills unlock career pathways, expand educational
opportunities, and help families navigate online resources as they’re
working to improve their situation. This year we offered computer
classes for parents - the curriculum covers basic computer skills, such
as typing, using the internet, sending email, composing documents,
and using a shared platform like Google Classroom. Each participant
completes the course with a formatted resume and a Chromebook to
take home to build on the basic skills they learned in the course.  

Horizons hosted a roundtable discussion and press conference with
city officials, advocates, and Horizons parents to discuss the local
impact of new federal funds for emergency childcare intended for
families experiencing homelessness in the City of Boston.
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley was joined by Boston Mayor
Michelle Wu to announce this funding that will supplement Horizons’
budget and the work of seven other local early education providers.

Teacher Appreciation
Throughout Teacher Appreciation Week,  Horizons honored the work
of our dedicated and trauma-informed early childhood educators in a
celebration with customized tote bags, hand-delivered pastries and
coffee, games and desserts, a mocktail bar and wonderful words of
appreciation shared. 

Key Moments of 2024
Federal Funds for Emergency Childcare

Advocates warn the youngest kids in
Mass. shelters need more support
In the state’s shelter system as a whole, there are more than 10,000
children. State officials estimate that about half are too young for school,
which means they may not get the services and enrichment that
classrooms can offer. Horizons’ Playspaces provide a vital service helping
to meet the needs of families with young children. WBUR 90.9 FM
covered the Playspace program which offers children access to
playrooms and enriching activities all across Massachusetts.

The underlying STEAM curriculum at Horizons is intentional and woven
into many school days. Increasing access for students to learning activities
they wouldn’t be likely to experience any other way is one way we help
address racial and ethnic disparities in advanced mathematics and science
achievement which can occur as early as kindergarten. Our Annual
STEAM Olympics is a favorite among students and teachers alike.

STEAM Olympics



Working night shifts at a fast-food restaurant, Karian was exhausted and overwhelmed raising her
daughters on her own. Bouncing between her mother’s apartment and spending time in a homeless
shelter, Karian and her children were struggling to find stability and success in life.

Karian needed reliable daytime childcare to focus on improving her family’s situation. Though the future
seemed uncertain, a crucial lifeline soon appeared, offering Karian’s family a chance for a fresh start.

That’s when she discovered Horizons for Homeless Children.

At our early education center, Karian’s youngest daughter received free high-quality care while she
completed her own education and sought work with better hours and pay. Her daughter, once struggling
with regressive behaviors and speech issues, now has a vocabulary and is flourishing in preschool. 

With her children cared for, Karian was connected with Horizons’ dedicated Family Advocate, Teresa.
Together, they crafted a plan that addressed Karian’s immediate needs and long-term goals.

Teresa helped Karian secure a housing voucher, connected her with mental health resources, and
supported her in obtaining her GED—an accomplishment she achieved within just two months! All made
possible with the assistance of Horizons for Homeless Children.

Karian then completed a culinary arts certificate, landing a job as a cafeteria manager with the Boston
Public Schools. This new position offered a schedule that aligned with her daughters’ school days, providing
stability to their lives.

Karian’s Story

Horizons for Homeless Children wasn’t just a safe
place to learn; our team provided the support Karian
needed to rebuild her life. With a focused career,
consistent schedule that works with her daughters’
education, and a stable home, Karian’s family is
thriving. Her journey is a testament to the impact of
our two-generation model, which supports both
children and their parents in achieving stability and
success.

The support of our community makes it possible for
families like Karian’s to overcome challenges and build
a brighter future. Together, we can continue to offer
hope and create lasting change.

Karian’s daughter 

moving up at Horizons!



We are so grateful for our donors and supporters who make our work possible. Thank you for making a difference in
the lives of thousands of children and families experiencing homelessness in Massachusetts. Horizons’ Annual Report

reflects donors whose gifts exceeded $5,000 in FY24 (July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024). 
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Kate Lubin and Glen Sutton 
Emily and Greg Woods 

Julie and Doug Macrae 
Matthew and Stephanie Magee 
Michele and Mark Mandel 
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We are so grateful for the corporation and foundation supporters who make our work possible. Thank you for
making a difference in the lives of thousands of children and families experiencing homelessness in Massachusetts.

 Horizons’ Annual Report reflects corporate and foundation donors whose gifts exceeded $5,000 in FY24
 (July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024). 

CORPORATE & FOUNDATION DONORS 
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Housing Investment Trust 
Bushrod H. Campbell and Adah F. /Hall
Charity Fund 
Cabot Corporation Foundation 
Cambridge Community Foundation 
Charlesbank Capital Partners, LLC 
Cirkul 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Cares 
Commonwealth Nonprofit Security Grant
Program 
Cummings Foundation 
DCU for Kids 
Dennis Family Foundation 
Doe Family Foundation 
Eastern Bank 
Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation 
eClinicalWorks, LLC 
Edward W. and Betty Knight Scripps
Foundation 
Energy North Incorporated 
Eugene F. Fay Trust 
Fred Harris Daniels Foundation, Inc. 
Frederick Lobl Trust 
George W. Wells Foundation 
Goldman Sachs 
Gratis Foundation 
Habu 
HarborOne Foundation
Intercontinental Real Estate Corporation

 

John W. Alden Trust 
Jones Lang LaSalle 
JPMorgan Chase 
Karen Clark & Company 
LEGO Systems 
Liberty Mutual Foundation 
Liberty Mutual Insurance 
Life Science Cares 
Linde Family Foundation 
Link Logistics Real Estate Holdco LLC 
M.S. Walker, Inc. 
Mellen Charitable Foundation 
MFS Investment Management 
MFS Investment Management Foundation 
Museum of Science 
New Leaf Energy, Inc. 
Nicole Hogarty Designs 
Nordstrom Charitable Giving 
Northern Trust 
Northwestern Mutual Foundation 
Novartis 
Old Ironsides Energy, LLC 
oneZero Financial Systems 
P&G Gillette 
Pasculano Foundation 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Putnam Investments 
Rabbi Abraham Halbfinger and Charlesview
Charitable Fund 
Rite Aid Foundation KidCents 
Robert Lloyd Corkin Charitable Foundation 
Rockland Trust-Blue Hills Bank Charitable
Foundation 
Rogers Family Foundation 
Ropes & Gray LLP 
Rowland Foundation, Inc. 
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Anonymous (5) 

 

We are deeply grateful for the generosity of our in-
kind donors, whose contributions brought comfort
and joy to the families at Horizons. Your kindness
provided children with toys, backpacks, and warm
winter clothing. Parents, too, felt the community’s
support through meaningful holiday gifts and
thoughtful donations throughout the year.
Horizons’ Annual Report reflects in-kind donations
whose gift value exceeded $1,000 in FY24  
(July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024).  
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GIFTS IN KIND
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Give. Volunteer. Connect. 

1785 Columbus Avenue • Roxbury, MA 02119
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